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Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
You might have heard before, maybe even from me, about a newspaper article entitled “The Seven Ages of the Married Cold.”  It revealed the reaction of a husband to his wife’s colds during their first seven years of marriage.  It went something like this:

The first year: “Sugar dumpling, I’m really worried about my baby girl. You’ve got a bad sniffle, and there’s no telling about these things with all this strep throat going around.  I’m putting you in the hospital this afternoon for a general checkup and a good rest.  I know the food’s lousy, but I’ll be bringing your meals in from Liquidity.  I’ve already got it all arranged with the floor superintendent.”
The second year: “Listen, darling, I don’t like the sound of that cough.  I called Doc Miller and asked him to rush over here.  Now you go to bed like a good girl, please?  Will you do this for Papa Bear?”
The third year: “Maybe you’d better lie down, honey: nothing like a little rest when you feel lousy.  I’ll bring you something to eat.  Hey, have we got any canned soup?”
The fourth year: “Now look, dear, be sensible.  After you’ve fed the kids, washed the dishes and vacuumed, you should lie down for a bit.”
The fifth year: “Why don’t you take a couple of panadol?”
The sixth year: “I wish you’d just gargle or something, instead of sitting around all evening barking like a seal!”
The seventh year: “For Pete’s sake, stop sneezing!  Are you trying to give me pneumonia?”

And we laugh at this, because, in a sense, it is humourous, while, at the same time a revealer of a sad truth that cuts rather deeply in relation to how husbands can treat their wives.

And so does this story about a couple who lived in the Mid-West of the USA.  
They were lying in bed as a storm raged outside, when suddenly, the funnel of a tornado lifted the roof off the house and sucked their bed away with them right in it.  And as they swirled around inside the tornado, the wife began to cry.  And her husband said, “Come, on.  There’s no point crying about it!”  To which she responded, “I can’t help it.  I’m so happy!  This is the first time we have been out together in 20 years!”

But I suspect, to a greater or lesser degree, that many if not all of the wives present in this room, today, could tell a story or two about their own husbands that would reveal something about the way that husbands often fail in their duties towards their wives.

And so, having considered the instruction to wives of vv22-24, it follows that we should now turn our attention to the instruction given to husbands as we continue with this section of Ephesians.  

And husbands, in keeping with the manner of the whole book thus far, what we do not find is some advice about learning your wife’s love language, or a recommended quota of time that you should set aside for your wife, or advice on improved sexual technique.  
Interesting isn’t it, in terms of the content of so many marriage programs and marriage books that we come across today.  
How does Paul motivate husbands in terms of their duties to their wives?  
With doctrine; loads of doctrine; staggering doctrine; majestic doctrine; magnificent doctrine; Christ centred doctrine.  
And he does so because he knows that doctrine must and will, in the spirit-filled believer, motivate practise in a way that 12 steps to a rosier relationship can never hope to do.  
And this is why there is so much for all of us in this passage whether we are husbands or not.  
We cannot tune out because we are non-husbands.  All of us must listen and learn.

And really, having already spent some time examining the context of this relationship section of Ephesians, this doctrinal emphasis ought to come as no surprise to us at all.  
We have seen that God will not be satisfied on Judgment Day if all we can say is “We never got divorced.”  
Husbands, God will not be pleased to learn that it took a tornado to get you to go out with your wife. 

No, again, as we have seen and will keep reminding ourselves, God’s intention for marriage is threefold: 
It is to be a relationship of maximum companionship, 
it is to be a relationship of maximum productivity, in the widest sense of the word, 
and, to those that He gives this gift, it is to be a relationship of maximum multiplicity, in terms of the number of children and the quality of those children.  

But even back further of these three, marriage is to be an evangelistic relationship.  
Christian marriage is supposed to broadcast the relationship between Jesus Christ and the church.
And in even more detail than in Paul’s instructions to wives, this evangelistic purpose for Christian marriage is spelt out with the instructions he gives to husbands. 
Thus, even with the practicalities of a marriage relationship, it is doctrine that fuels practise. 

Two points then, as we begin to consider these instructions; firstly, the matter of the instruction, and secondly, the manner of the instruction.  
And today, we will have time only to introduce the second point, as we spend most of our time considering the matter of the instruction.

Paul says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”

And in terms of the matter or the substance of his instruction to husbands, we see it in the first part of v25: “Husbands, love your wives.”

	Now, our first observation in relation to this instruction is that Paul is not suggesting that wives do not need to love their husbands because he only commands husbands to love their wives.  
	Generally, as we read extensively from 1 John, the call to love of others is universal.  
	And it is the same Greek word for love, because the Bible uses several, that is used there and here.  
	More specifically though, in Titus 2:4, older woman are called on to “train the younger woman to love their husbands.” 
	So, wives, you too must love your husbands. 
	However, just as wives are specifically called on to submit to their husbands in terms of their role within marriage, and husbands are to submit to their wives in the general sense of verse 21, so, while wives are to love their husbands, generally, there is this specific call on husbands to love their wives in terms of their role within marriage.


	And this leads us on to ask the obvious question, which is Why?  Of all the things that Paul could demand of a husband, why does he call on them to love their wives?  Why love, specifically?    
	And there are a number of different things we need to note in answering this question.  
	To begin with, there is what we might call the Ephesian context.  
	You see, the Roman/Greco culture of that time, very much like every culture that had led up to it, was a patriarchal culture; all power rested in the hands of men.  
	Cato, a Roman Statesman, said, “If you catch your wife in an act of infidelity, you can kill her without trial.  But if she catches you, she would not venture to touch you with her finger.  She has no rights.”  
	Demosthenes said, “We have prostitutes for pleasure, concubines for companionship, and wives for legitimate children and to run the house.”  
	And even the strictest pharisaical sect of the Jews allowed a man to divorce his wife if she put too much salt in his food.  
	Those were not fun times to be a woman.  
	And so, against all those who accuse Paul of being a chauvinistic pig for calling wives to submit to their husbands, we may say, Negative!  Not so!  In fact, if anything, in his day, Paul would have been accused of being a raving feminist for calling on husbands to love their wives!  

So, we must not underestimate just how striking this instruction of Paul was.
	The call to love served the purpose of being radically counter-cultural.  


	But there is also, as we saw last week, the curse of sin reason.  
	In Genesis 3:16, God said to the woman, “Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”  
	And we noted there that this verse reveals that the Fall affected marriages like this: 
	Wives, from that day on, would be constantly trying to wriggle out from under their husband’s authority and take charge.  
	That would be their sinful, default, attitude.  
	Husbands, on the other hand, because of their physical strength, would normally counter this by sinfully dominating their wives.  
	This would be their sinful, default, attitude.  
	And this, brothers and sisters, is the story of marriage after the Fall, as, I am sure, we all know very well if we are married.  


	And in addition to the curse of the Fall, because of where we live in terms of salvation history, there is the added dimension, seen clearly in 2 Timothy 3:1-3.  Perhaps if you would turn with me there for a moment.  
	There Paul warns Timothy saying, “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love,” and so on.  
	And it’s those words “without love” that I want to focus on for a moment.
	You see, the Greek Word for “without love,” literally means ‘devoid of natural love or affection for family.’  
	Thus, as those living in the days between Jesus’ first coming and His second coming; the last days, we live in a time characterized by those who lack a natural love for family.

And isn’t that a startlingly accurate commentary on our culture, congregation?  
	Wife abuse, child abuse, divorce, promiscuity, abandonment, neglect, adoption rights for homosexuals and lesbians, anti-smacking legislation, society’s heroes being sportsmen and celebrities who spend most of their time getting out of one bed and into the other, etc.  

All of this is abundant evidence that so many today are devoid of natural love for family.  
	The very notion of family and its importance for society is being increasingly abused, ignored, and wrongfully re-interpreted every day.  Just read the newspapers. 


	And so, it follows then, that of all the things that husbands most struggle with, of all the things that Paul could have addressed in relation to husbands, it had to be in the area of love.


	And it had to be as a safeguard to what Paul demands of wives.  
	If all he did was call on them to submit to their husbands without demanding anything of husbands, or demanding something different of them, then there would be imbalance and the likelihood of oppression through the taking advantage of a woman’s role.
	The call for love, then, serves to safeguard the call to submission.


	In addition though, what is the only thing that will keep any leader from becoming a dictator or tyrant?  Love.  
	In all of those stories you have read about tyrants; real or imagined, what is the one thing that made them tyrants?  A lack of love.
	When Joseph Stalin, the Russian Tyrant, was asked about the thousands dying in Russia at the hands of the security forces, his chilling response was, “To make an omelette, you need to crack a few eggs.”
	And so, what Paul is saying here is Husbands, yes, you are your wife’s head; you are to lead her.  But because you are to love her, your headship cannot be and may not be a dictatorship.  Your rule is to be a rule of love.
	And this means that no matter how good a head a husband thinks he is, if he does not love his wife, he is no head at all.
	The Christian head in a marriage is a loving leader.  
	The evangelistic husband is a loving leader.


	Perhaps it may help us to picture all this as something of see-saw.
	Beforehand, Paul recognizes a situation of her insubmission and his tyranny causing the see-saw to crash first this way and then that.  
	With his call on wives to submit though, there is the danger that the see-saw tips permanently down on her side.  Bang!  Down it goes!  

But now, as he places the weight of love on the husband’s side, it brings the wife’s side up to the point of perfect balance, where it ought to be.
	Love and submission, in harmony, as the two things that a husband and wife must strive for in order to enjoy an evangelistic marriage.


	But lastly, and as we have already alluded to in these earlier reasons, it is because of the nature of Christian marriage as being an evangelistic relationship that love is what Paul demands of Husbands.  
	To wives, God has given the privilege and responsibility of reflecting the submissive nature and work of Jesus Christ.  
	To wives, Jesus says, In marriage, I want you to picture this aspect of my person and work.  

I want you, through submission to your husband, to be like me, to reveal me, to reflect me, to your husband, your children, and all those who come to know you.  
	And wives, because this is exactly the type of church I am busy building, when you do this, you will not only draw people to Me, you will draw people to My church.  
	But now, to husbands, God gives the privilege and responsibility, of reflecting the loving nature and work of Jesus Christ.  
	To husbands, Jesus says, In marriage, I want you to picture this aspect of my person and work.  

I want you, through your love for your wife, to be like me, to reveal me, to reflect me, to your wife, your children, and all those who come to know you.  
I want your love for your bride to be a living, walking, and talking demonstration of my love for my bride, the church.  

	And so, because of the local Ephesian context, because of sin’s effect on marriage, because we live in the last days of 1 Tim 3:1, as a counter-balance to Paul’s instruction to wives, and because marriage is to be an evangelistic relationship that broadcasts Jesus Christ, “Husbands, love your wives.”  


But now, both in terms of the matter of love, and as we introduce the manner of love, our second point, it remains for us today to begin our consideration of the love that husbands are called to render to their wives.  What exactly is this love?  What does it look like?  Or, more particularly as the text makes clear, Whom does it look like?

And in relation to these questions, note firstly, the word ‘love’ itself.  
As you will likely have heard before, Greek has three words for love.  
The first and most common is phileo.  
Phileo you might recognize as part of the name of the city of Philadelphia.  Adelphos means brother.  And so, Philadelphia means love of brothers.  It means a general affection for friends or relatives and is commonly used in the Bible.  
The second word, eros, is the word from which we get the English word erotic.  
It generally refers to the sexual love of a husband and wife and is not found in the NT.  
These first two are universal types of love known by all people, believers and non-believers.
The third word though is agape.  
And it is used in three ways in the NT.  
It refers to God’s love for His people, it refers to the love that He creates in His people for Himself, and it refers to the love He creates in His people for each other.  
Thus, agape love has its source and meaning in God alone.  
For the Apostle John, agape is the best word to describe God in terms of His whole being.  In 1 John 4:8, he says, “Whoever does not agape does not know God, because God is agape.”  
And behind everything else that God thinks and does toward His people is agape.  
Recall Ephesians 2:4, “But because of His agape love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions.”  
Essentially then, God says to husbands, Love your wives as I love; Agape as I agape.  

Who here can tell me the first fruit of the Spirit?  Love.  
Do you think erotic love is the love referred to there?  No.  
Do you think brotherly affection is the love referred to there?  No.  
It is agape love.  

And so, the love that God calls husbands to show to their wives is a love that can only be produced by the Holy Spirit, which is why, you will recall, Paul prefaced all of these instructions with the words of 5:17, “Be filled with the Spirit.”  
You see, Paul assumes that between every husband and wife, believer or non-believer, there will be erotic love and friendship love, to a greater or lesser degree.  
These two would have been natural to these Ephesians even as pagans.  
They are natural to all people as human beings.  

And because only agape love is mentioned here, we should not understand God to be saying that those first two types of love are not necessary for Christians.  Not at all!  
But to the natural must be added the supernatural.  
Because you are Christians, because you are Spirit-filled believers, to these two needs to be added this third dimension, agape; God-like love.  
And when it is, just watch how it radically affects even the other two!  
It will deepen them and grow them and sanctify them.  
It will take that marriage and transform what even non-believers can enjoy in marriage and infuse it with a flavour that marks that marriage off as one belonging to, motivated by, and lived to the glory of Jesus Christ!  

And so husbands, how is it with you and your love for your wife?  
God assumes that you love your wife, sexually.  Do you?  
God assumes that you love your wife as a friend.  Do you?  

But the chief question that you must answer today is this: Do you love your wife with God-like love; agape love?  
Because if you do not, then you must question yourself as to whether you are a Spirit-filled believer.  For that is what is at stake here brothers.  
This is not some friendly advice about fun-times in the home.  The gospel is at stake.  
If you are a child of God, as a husband, you will agape your wife, as Christ agaped the church.  
And you will do so because Spirit-filled husbands must love their wives like this.  
You will do so because knowing the love that God has shown to you, in Christ, you will want to show that love to your wife.  
For if you cannot show it to your wife, how can you possibly hope to show it to anyone else? 

Well, to make sure we get the point, and to help us, as the dull husbands we are, to grow in our understanding of what all this means, the apostle will continue on to spell out the nature of this agape love in the next few verses.  
And brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls these are rich verses for us all;  Christ centred and God glorifying verses that reveal so much to us.  
But we will have to leave our consideration of them until next time.  

May God be praised, then, for the love He has shown us in Jesus Christ.   Amen.

